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❖ Calendar  

Sundays – (11:00 am) Sunday Live Worship at Parkdale 
United Church. 

Thursdays - (5:30 -6:30 pm) Evangelism Reading Group. 

Tuesday, Jun 20th – (6:00 pm) Free supper for the 
community. 

❖ Reflections 

I Am With You Always 
By Pat Marrin 
(Post and image, May 21, 2023, www.ncronline.org)  

It has been said that life is like a sentence; we do not 
know its full meaning until the last word has been said. 
This gives us some perspective on the central theme 
of today's Scripture readings. Only when Jesus has 
departed from history do his disciples begin to 
understand his mission as it is transferred to them.  His 
Ascension begins their retreat as they await the gift of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

Jesus' physical absence from history thrusts the 
mystery of his continued presence through the Holy 
Spirit into the faith community. We are now the body 
of Christ, the church in the world. The Eucharist we 
celebrate on this Lord's Day is the memorial that "re-
members" Jesus as the head of the body, united to us 
as incorporated into him by baptism.  

The Acts of the Apostles visualizes Jesus' departure as 
a literal ascension like that of Elijah the Prophet, taken 
up into the sky in a fiery chariot. And just as Elisha, his 
successor, received his mantle and a double portion of 
his spirit, so Jesus’ disciples receive the mind of the 
risen Christ and the gifts of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. Matthew’s Gospel ends with the disciples 
being sent to evangelize the world. 

At a Catholic Worker retreat years ago, Franciscan 
Sister Jan Cebula offered this thought on the readings 
for the Ascension. “Most young people leave home to 
grow up. But in the case of the church, it is Jesus who 
has to leave so we will grow up.” Unless he departs, 
we will focus all our expectations on him.  

This is what the angels warn the disciples standing 
there looking up at the sky when Jesus disappeared. 
Why do you stand here? He has gone ahead of you into 
the world. You will find him there, especially among 
the poor, the crucified of history. He is counting on you 
to be his hands, his face, his voice, his healing and 
forgiving presence to a wounded world. Be the one 
you are waiting for. Now is your time. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Don’t be afraid. Be the church. Be Christ to the 
world! 

Worship this week:  
PENTECOST 

“Noisy! Fiery! Inspired!” 
Pastor Chris Slusar 

Scripture Reading: 

Acts 2.1-21 

Psalm104 vu 827 

John 7.37-39 
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If Jesus is the last word of history, we are the question 
that drives his message through time toward its 
fulfillment: What difference does it make that we are 
baptized in Christ and animated by his Holy Spirit? Is 
our mission to create shrines where we gaze upward 
and await his return? No. Living the question is the 
meaning of our discipleship and the focus of our 
prayers. The tension between the kingdom that is both 
here and not yet is the arena in which we will fulfill our 
mission to transform the world. 

Our retreat begins today. We are invited to pray with 
all our being, personal and communal:  "Come, Holy 
Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the 
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and we shall be 
created, and you shall renew the face of the earth." 

 

➢ IN MEMORY OF DIANE BROWNE 

Diane Lynne Brown, passed away peacefully at North 
York General Hospital on Saturday May 13, 2023 at the 
age of 74 with the love of her family and friends in her 
heart.    Diane was born in Toronto, Canada on October 
26, 1949, survived by her cousins Donald Faulkner and 
Richard Faulkner.  

Diane was an 
active member 
at Parkdale 
United Church 
for many years.   
She will be 
deeply missed 
and fondly 
remembered 
by her family 
and friends. 

 

 

➢ FOOD BANK 

Each week people come to our church for food.  
There is a basket in the narthex today for your 
contribution. Canned meats, stews, canned tuna and 
salmon, and fruits are particularly appreciated. 

 

➢ SEND A CHILD TO CAMP 

The goal this year is to 
raise $8,815.00 so that 
5 children will be able to 
benefit from the SEND 
A CHILD TO CAMP 
program and go to 
Camp Big Canoe. Please 
talk to Vibert, Debby, 
Donna or Linda to order 
your tickets. 

 

 

 

 

➢ EVANGELISM FOR “NORMAL” PEOPLE - BOOK 
STUDY 

 

➢ NEW EMAIL OFFERING SERVICE:  

You can send our offering via e-transfers using the 
following email address: 

puctreasurer171@gmail.com 

Please, use the same email address to send separately the 
security question and answer. 

For information or if you want to post something in The Parkdale 
Messenger, please contact us: 

parkdale.messenger@rogers.com 
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